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Abstract

This write up is a personal reflection about the time that I have spent in the Walden University course Contemporary Communications. I explain what my goals are academically, professionally, and personally; as well as how this course has helped me to improve my communication skills in these areas. I state how communication technology will help me in the future and has helped me with this course, at work, and my personal life. I then show how my new understanding about communications will aid me to be more socially responsible. Afterward I correlate Walden’s outcomes for undergraduates with the goals I stated previously. Finally I close the paper expressing that my communications skills will change and grow as I mature.
Communications: Reflection

Communication is “The process of creating and sharing meaning through the use of symbols” (Dobkin & Pace, 2006). Throughout my time in the Walden University course, COMM-1001T-1 Contemporary Communications, I have gained insight into communications and the technologies that enable humans as a society to do so. I am now prepared to integrate this knowledge into my own goals, personal, academic, and professional. Based on Walden’s prescribed outcomes for their graduates; I expect to graduate from this organization with a much greater understanding of my professional responsibilities in the information technology sector and how to communicate them to the world.
A Better Communicator
Academically, I plan on graduating from Walden University with a Bachelor’s of Science in Information Technology, focusing on networking and operations; with the ability to communicate clearly and concisely I will present myself in a knowledgeable manner. Professionally, I am using my new learned communication skills every day as a technology technician; I plan on taking the knowledge I have gained and using it to be a person people can come to for information, and to be a leader amongst my peers. Personally, I want to have a peaceful, loving, and cooperative relationship with my wife, as well as my friends and family; being a better communicator will enhance my understanding of the people in my life, and for them to understand me.
Communication Technology


Communication technology is all around us these days, from the mobile phones we use to talk with our family and friends, to the satellites that broadcast television shows around the world. Using technologies such as computers and the internet I am able to participate in online courses through Walden University. The professional sector that I am working in is based on communication technology; being able to understand how communication works will also allow me to understand how communication technology works. Personally, I met my wife online; without communication technology we would never have married, and even now we still communicate online with our friends and family.
Social Responsibility

What I have learned through Contemporary Communications will allow me to be more aware of the societal problems and responsibilities that surround me on a daily basis. My ability to respect the dignity and rights of others, as well as their ideas and emotions, has been greatly improved by this course. I also better understand the nuances involved with differing political structures and the communications that they send out. Civically, I now recognize why it is so important to communicate in an ethical and knowledgeable manner so as not to offend and disrupt the culture at large.
Walden’s Outcome


Walden University has a set of outcomes that they would like all their undergraduates to achieve through their learning (Walden University, 2010). Following Walden’s outcome I will be able to continually learn throughout my time as a student, and then further all through my life. What I learn will allow me to practice my chosen field responsibly, ethically, and legally; I will also be able to communicate what I have learned in a way that the people I work with will understand.  My personal life will be enhanced by the fact that I will have a foundation of change to build on; this will allow me to better prepare for obstacles that may cross my path.
Closing


I must admit that when I began Contemporary Communications I was a bit skeptical at what I would learn; truly I must say however that I have gained insights into how to communicate, the technologies involved, and the means to do so that I never had before. Because of this course I will be a better communicator in my academic life, professional life, and personal life. I know now how to be a responsible and ethical communicator, and how to respect other people through my communications as well. My communications skills will change throughout my time at Walden, and as I grow, mature, and gain more experience throughout my life.
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