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Shadows on the Wall: A Reflection on Philosophy
During my time in this course, I have come to many conclusions in my own philosophy of life. In a way, I have awakened from my own cave of shadows, as the man in Plato’s Allegory of the Cave has done, and how Neo has awakened from the computer simulated reality of the Matrix (Chaffee, 2011, pp. 205-209) (Wachowski & Wachowski, 1999). Both of these stories are examples of people freeing their minds and discovering the truth of the world they live, not merely its surface value.
The Cave

The Allegory of the Cave begins with men chained up in a dark underground cave. They are unable to move their bodies or heads, and as such, are only able to perceive what is presented directly in front of them. Behind these men is a fire, as other men move in front of the light they cast shadows upon the wall. As such, the chained men perceive their shadows as reality. Also, the sounds the moving men create are echoed from in front of the chained men; this makes them believe these to be the sounds of the shadows.

In time, a man is freed, allowed to look around and see the fire, to see the men moving in front of the light. The newly freed man is confused, dazzled and afraid. He is unable to comprehend or understand what his senses are trying to tell him. Dragged out of the cave to the surface, he is struck in awe of the world around him. This man is required time to understand truly the “real” world before his mind can come to terms with the shadows of the wall.

After such a time, contemplation of the so called “wisdom” from his prior life would leave him happy that he was no longer there, held prisoner to false illusion. However, the men below, holding in high esteem those who can most clearly see the shadows on the wall, would perceive such tales of the outside world as the words of a crazy man. They may even become angry, telling the freed man that what he had see was false, and the true world is that of the shadows on the wall.

The Matrix

In the story of the Matrix, human beings are locked inside pod-like structures. Their minds are forced into a computer generated reality that seems to them real. When inside the matrix, people are unaware they are in a computer program. Those people that would speak out to say what people can see, taste, touch, and smell is not real are met with ridicule, and even anger. 

When freed from the matrix, one finds their self in a pod full of liquid, connected to tubes. Their eyes hurt, and they cannot use their body as they would expect. This is because, in reality, they have never used their eyes or body. Upon this realization, they are forced to perceive the actuality of the burnt earth they find themselves. Initially, they are shocked and dazzled by this. They cannot accept what they are seeing as being true.
However, they are allowed time to adjust, and understand the truth of reality. When sent back inside the matrix, their minds are now free of the illusion that what they are experiencing is reality. As such, they are able to defy what people inside perceive as the laws of nature. Even so, those still inside cannot believe this and do not accept their claims. (This is seen early on when Trinity is running across the roof tops. The police cannot accept her leaping unimaginably great distances.)

Comparison

In both of these cases, a person going into the light, or coming out of the matrix, would be confused and dazzled to the true nature of the world. Upon returning to their old world, this person would be, once again, dazzled and confused by the lack of understanding from those that are still there.  Those people who are still shackled by the constricting laws cannot comprehend another existence. Anymore could we in reality comprehend a greater intelligence, or philosophical idea, unless we are given a teacher.  Someone willing to drag us up out of the proverbial darkness, and force us to contemplate the truth of our reality (Chaffee, 2011, pp. 208-209).

What we take in from our senses, is in essence, our reality. However, this reality may not be the “true” reality of existence. This sensory input is only the formatting the universe has allowed us. With the help of an open mind, and the willingness to question one’s beliefs, a person can come to understand reality in a new light. My personal belief, as I have stated in Truth: What I believe, is that I have categorized the universe to the best of my ability, but “my categorizations do not in turn affect or change the nature of the physical world” (McClure, 2011, p. 2).
My Philosophy

When I began this course, I was confused on the matter of whether there are universal moral principles that apply to everyone everywhere. I was of the belief moral values were dictated on a person to person basis. Essentially, I was ambiguous as to the universality of moral values. However, since that time I have come to the belief there are some moral values relevant to all people at all times. 

Although I do not agree with all that Aristotle proclaims through his philosophical viewpoints, I do agree when he states “There are some whose very name implies wickedness, as for example, malice, shamelessness, and envy among emotions, or adultery, theft, and murder, among actions” (Chaffee, 2011, p. 436). These, I believe, should be held accountable to all people at all times. Also, the equality of all people in the face of the law, and respect for all people regardless of age, sex, religious orientation, sexual orientation, or social group membership. This is, of course, so long as they too follow through with the same respect and integrity. 

I do not, however, advocate a state of moral relativism. One should always be objective in how they perceive another’s actions. Just because a lie is evil in one situation does not, in turn, make a lie evil in all situations. Life is about choice, and so too is morality.

Closing

I have no doubt the Wachowski brothers took a page out of Plato’s cave allegory when they wrote the Matrix. Their two ideas are incredibly similar in their philosophical ideals. Each of us needs to open our minds and be dragged from the darkness of ignorance. This philosophy course has opened my mind to the darkness I have been sitting in, as well. I feel myself being dragged out and the discovery of what is coming is both dazzling and awe inspiring.  Forever will I put my own philosophical views to the question. No longer will I accept the shadows on the wall.
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