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The Eastern Shore Sun is “a free publication for the communities of Clarence, Sorell & Tasman” which are located in the south east of Tasmania (Eastern Shore Sun, 2011, p. 1). Every month free copies of the news paper are sent to every resident of these three communities. I chose this particular paper to locate articles on social change as its primary focus is on the social impacts affecting the people living in these neighborhoods. How the people are doing, what changes are being made socially, and where the communities are headed. 

Currently there is a move within the community to build a brand new residential area. The Eastern Shore Sun reports on this under the title “Project gets the go-ahead” in twenty four point font on the front page (Eastern Shore Sun, 2011, pp. 1-2). Half the front page and half of the second page are dedicated to describing, analyzing, and outlining what this new suburban area will mean for the community. In relation to other stories in the paper, it is the first item one would see upon picking it up, and the one given the largest identifying title.

The paper is organized in a big-to-small fashion. On the front page appears the hard hitting large impact items which will affect all of the communities in some way, shape, or form. On the back page of the paper is listed the local sports section, dedicated to the individuals within the community who have made the largest splashes (Eastern Shore Sun, 2011, p. 16). As the paper progresses from the front page to the final page, it moves from overarching stories affecting multiple people to singular stories which may or may not affect the reader personally.

The “Project gets the go-ahead” story is given the largest percentage of space in relation to other stories in the news paper. It spans two pages with eight columns, each half a page long. Most of the other stories were no larger than a third of a page with four to five columns, and some stories were as small as an eighth of a page. 

As this is a free publication, sent out to each household with an “opt out” type client base, rather than the traditional pay to read “opt in” client base, I am effectively an active subscriber to this news paper. Being an “opt out” style paper, however, larger stories need to make a large eye catching splash in order to grab the reader’s attention, more so than a paid news paper.  The reason being, reader’s will skim the paper with little interest as they have no investment in the paper other than it has arrived on their door step. However, once the reader has taken the time to read that first article, they will generally read through the rest as they have now made a commitment of time, and time is a precious commodity.

The placement of wide spread hard-impact items, which affect the whole community, is an important link. Having the news set out so readers will instantly know the most important things they should be aware of, will make for a much more informed reader base. Since this paper is all about social awareness, it is even more important that readers understand what and how these changes will affect. 
The Eastern Shore Sun, in itself, may not have the power to make a change. However, by giving people the knowledge of what is happening in their community, it can be the catalyst for change. Although the stories written in this news paper may only be small in comparison to the national or international papers, they do have an effect on the people in the Clarence, Sorell, and Tasman areas. Those effects may then grow in proportion, gaining larger news as people become aware of what is going on around them. After all, it is a paper for the community, for the people, and for social awareness and change.
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