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Abstract

This paper discusses the merits of students enrolled in electronic schooling, termed “cyberschool.” Students of cyberschools are in demand for knowledge gained from their education, and knowledge of the computers and electronics that they used to gain that education. Students retain and recall information learned in a cyberschool better than their traditionally trained peers. Also, the clear environment of the cyberschool enables students to succeed, where they would have been distracted, and failed, in a traditional school.
Electronic Schooling: Cyberschools versus Traditional Schools

Online or electronic “Cyberschools,” a term coined by Timothy W. Luke in 1994, are becoming quite popular in today’s fast paced culture. Taken from USA Today “about 3.2 million people” took online course work in the fall of 2005 (Pope, 2006).  These schools provide education that is not only equal to, but better than traditional “in classroom” schooling. The students coming out of these schools are also highly desirable in the work force and knowledgeable about their fields of study.
Success Later in Life

Learning through an electronic means will enable students to gain knowledge about the subject matter they are studying, but it will also allow them to learn about the medium itself. Basic computer skills are a requirement asked for by prospective employers in the modern economy. Alex Johnson, a reporter for msnbc.com, did an interview with Sharon Newton, who had recently lost her job of twenty seven years; “It turns out ‘that is extremely important,’ said Newton, who needed help with using spreadsheets and other entry-level office computer tasks. She is now enrolled in computer training courses offered by Zane State University and by Experience Works” (Johnson, 2010). Had Sharon attended an electronic cyberschool, she would not have had to worry about this; computer skills are inherent in the ability to attend classes electronically.

Improved Environment

The learning environment of a student in traditional schooling is quite distracting. In a paper written by Carron Jack for New York State University, Carron states “Being so taken by all the fun college has to offer makes it difficult to concentrate on school” (Jack, 2006). This is to say school should be fun, but not so much fun that it gets in the way of learning, which is what schooling is all about. In a Cyberschool, because students learn through an electronic medium, their only distractions are the ones that they create for themselves.

Better Education

This excerpt is taken from the Journal of Information Technology Education, “Online learning requires that learners take an active part in the learning process and participate by posting their ides, responding to colleagues and sharing their thoughts and views” (Stansfield, McLellan, & Connolly, 2004). To simplify this statement, students in an online environment, or a Cyberschool, must be active learners. Because of this interaction, the recall of the information given to the students will be much greater than traditionally schooled students, who only have a passive involvement in their own learning process. 

Closing

Besides the ability of cyberschool students to access vast arrays of information over great distances and at a comparable cost, they also perform equal to or better than their traditionally educated peers. Students of cyberschools are less distracted by the very schools they attend, have better retention and recall of the knowledge they receive, and are in demand by employers for their education and technical skills. Overall, cyberschools are not just something that will be coming in the future, but are here today, and students of these schools are exceeding expectations.
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